A bit about us….
The Gaston County Museum of Art & History is located in the
historic 1852 Hoffman Hotel in Dallas, North Carolina. Home to
award-winning exhibits, a world-class free concert series and
exciting, immersive programming for all ages, the Museum
strives to preserve the history and art of the community of
Gaston County and the
region.

The historic Hoffman Hotel
is the main building on the
Museum campus. Seen
here in 1905, and again
today, the building is one
of many historic treasures
on the Dallas court square.
GCM is open to the public
Tuesday thru Friday 10 to
5 and Saturdays 10 to 3.
Admission to the Museum
is free.
131 West Main Street, Dallas
NC 28034/ 704-922-7681

gastoncountymuseum.org
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Parking and Unloading

Programs take place at both the Historic Dallas Courthouse and at the Hoffman
Hotel. Please make sure that you know which location your group’s program
will begin at prior to arrival.




Strike! Sawbones

For programs at the Courthouse, buses may park and unload in the circle
drive in front of the building. Buses may remain parked at the Courthouse.
For programs at the Hoffman Hotel, buses will unload at the front doors on
Main Street and then circle around the block to park in the Carriage House
parking lot behind the Museum. The parking lot is directly across the street
from the Holy Communion Lutheran Church.

Chaperones arriving in personal vehicles are invited to park in any available
parking space on the Court Square.

The (Mostly) Complete Look at Civil
War era Medicine
Program length 45
minutes.

This outreach program comes to your
classroom. Not your typical ‘Civil War’
program - this program concentrates
on the medical side of the battlefield.
Overview discussions of common
medical practices of the day, disease,
field conditions, and more will provide
your students will a concrete understanding of life as a 1800’s field surgeon.
A highly engaging and interactive program that will have students squirming at leeches,
squealing at the thought of the bone saw, and racing in teams to ‘save’ their classmates as field
medics.
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Scheduling a Visit
Advance reservations are required for all school groups that wish to
visit the Museum or attend a program. Programs are free and available
throughout the school year. Booking multiple programs on the same
day will have a $2 charge per student. For students outside of Gaston
County, all programs listed will cost $2 per student.

In 1929, the entire world turned its attention to Gaston County. A labor dispute had
risen, a strike had taken place and by the end of the year, two people had been
murdered. In this interactive program, students will examine the 1929 Loray Mill Strike,
it’s connection to the National Labor Movement, communism, and what it means to be
“American” in an exciting new exhibit-based program.
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An Amazing
Program!!
Economics

Science
Economic
Development

Women’s
Suffrage/ Civil
Rights

Program length is 1.5 hours onsite;
45 minutes for outreach.

Art

Throughout
the field trip planner,
you will find helpful Venn
diagrams for each main
program. These diagrams will
showcase both the curriculum
requirements and the
educational goals met by
these programs .

To schedule a program, contact
Alexander Brooks at 704.922.7681
ext. 110 or
Alexander.Brooks@gastongov.com.
When scheduling a visit to the
museum, please have the following
information ready:
Lead Teacher’s Name
School name and address
School phone and email
Grade level
Number of students and adults
Number of classes
Requested Program
Potential visit dates
Will you be staying for lunch?
Will your group be shopping in the
gift shop?
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Sacred Geometry

Found in nature and exalted by man as evidence of God’s sacred design
of the universe, the idea of sacred geometry has been utilized by
architects and artists for thousands of years. Students will study how
this concept influenced the works of two world-renowned local artists,

This is Harlem by Jacob Lawrence

Pre-K
4

Beep! Beep! The city is always busy!
This outreach program celebrates community through the
paintings of African American artist, Jacob Lawrence.
Utilizing shape and color recognition, preschoolers will
create an image of their own community while rat-a-tattatting and bustling through the delightful story by Susan
Goldman Rubin.
Program length is 30 minutes.

Dr. John Biggers and Jim Biggers, and it’s use in Islamic mosaics.
Those concepts will then be applied as students design their own tile
using the inherent mathematical principles and gold leaf.
Program runs for approximately 45 minutes.

Urban street art has always pushed the limits of social acceptance, from
Cornbread’s attempts to catch a girl’s attention to Banksy’s mural’s fetching
£ 450,000 at auction. In this program, students will explore the history of
graffiti, from illegal art form to sought after by collectors and it’s role in
challenging the status quo and social conflicts.
Different forms and styles from multiple artists will be showcased and
students will have the opportunity to tag their
own piece of street art. This program will
Fine Arts
History
beginning in the classroom and move
outdoors, weather permitting.
21st century/current
event
Interpretation

Program length is 45 minutes.

Trains! Trains! Trains!

Kindergarten

Middle &
High
School

This interactive outreach
will explore the exciting transformation
of locomotives throughout history and their
I mpact in our region. Students will learn how
lanterns were utilized for direction and safety.
Each student will make a take home a train lantern
to help direct the “train” of students around the
classroom.
Program length is 30-45 minutes.

Contemporary Folk Art
Step into the delightful world of contemporary folk art using the art work of
James Harold Jennings. In this outreach, abound with colors, shapes, animals
and polka dots, students will create their own found art masterpiece to take
home.

Circus by James Harold Jennings
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Program length is 45 minutes.
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1872: FULL STEAM
AHEAD!
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Dancing through
the Ages

STEAM

In this award winning program, students
will begin in the original Gaston County
Civics
Local History
Courthouse and participate in an
actual trial that took place in the
Applied
Knowledge/
historic courthouse in 1872. The students,
Critical Thinking
based on the information provided, determine
their version of the outcome and then learn
what actually happened. After a lunch break, students visit the
Hoffman Hotel to experience 3 different stations depicting life in
the 1800s. They will explore the work and technology of the
textile mills in Gaston County, experience a “general store” by
putting their math skills to the test, and try their hand at the art of
editorial cartoons.

Program length is 4 hours onsite; there will be
a 1 hour lunch break. Lunch is not provided.

Exercise

Social
Development

History

This program
explores historical
advancement through dance,
music, clothing changes and social
interaction. Students participate in a
variety of dances beginning with the
Viennese Waltz working through a
multitude of decades into the 2000s. The
program is available for both onsite and outreach.
Program length is 45 minutes.
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The Infamous Case of
Billy the Goat
Students explore the importance of civic duty and
making critical decisions based upon facts, not opinions, as
they participate in a mock trial to uncover the truth of what
happened to Billy the Goat.

19th Century Toys
& Games

Set in the historic Gaston County Courthouse and filled
with impromptu antics, students learn about the early
history of the county, the importance of evidence, and
compare and contrast
how the court
system worked in the
1800s versus today.

This is a great interactive outreach that gets students up
and moving!

Throughout the program, students will
experience 19th century toys and games, including:
rolling hoops, game of graces, ring toss, cup and ball,
Jacob’s Ladder and Rounders.

Program length is 45 minutes.

Civics
Local History

Critical
Thinking

Applied
Knowledge

This program lasts for 1 hour.

